
 
 

PEA AND BEAN BOOSTER 
 

Peas and Beans are part of a family of plants called Legumes which can fix nitrogen from the air into 
the soil. This gives them the ability to create their own food, however, to do this they need the help of 
‘friendly’ bacteria in the soil. 
Mr Fothergill’s Pea and Bean Booster contains a completely natural and harmless live culture of these 
‘friendly’ soil bacteria. These bacteria are injected into a sachet that contains a small quantity of 
sterilised, powdered peat. 
Sachets can be stored for up to two years but once opened they should be used immediately. 
 
Specific bacteria have developed mutually beneficial relationships with Broad Beans, Peas and Runner 
Beans. All three types of bacteria are available in our range allowing you to provide the very best 
conditions for large healthy crops without feeding plants in the traditional, inefficient way. 
 
How it works 
 
The plants and bacteria work together to create structures on the 
roots called ‘nodules’ (see right). These nodules are formed when 
the appropriate bacteria penetrate the roots, creating little nitrogen 
‘factories’. In this way the nitrogen is supplied to the plant on 
demand. These nodules are only formed on the roots of the relevant 
Pea or Beans, they cannot supply nitrogen to any other plants, so 
Mr Fothergill’s Pea and Bean Booster only feeds the crop. 
No nitrogen is supplied to feed the weeds and no nitrogen is lost as harmful nitrates into the ground 
water. 
One application at sowing means the crop will be able to provide itself with all the nitrogen required 
for the whole season, from sowing right through to harvest. 
 
As soon as the seed germinates the ‘friendly’ bacteria begin to work. 
Within about 2 weeks the seedlings will have little nitrogen factories 
inside their roots and these will continue to supply nitrogen 
throughout the season, especially important when the crops develop 
and the pods are filled with nitrogen rich Peas or Beans.  
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How to use Mr Fothergill’s Pea and Bean Booster 
 
1. Select appropriate ‘Booster’ sachet for the variety of seeds to be treated. 
2. Place the seeds into a clean container, for example a jam jar or plastic bag. 
3. Sprinkle or spray the seeds with just a few drops of water. Rainwater or mineral water should be 
used as it does not contain chlorine. The seeds should be damp with no excess water in the container. 
4. Open the ‘Booster’ sachet carefully and sprinkle powder onto the seeds. Use ¼ of a sachet to treat 
one seed packet. Mix the powder into the seeds to ensure all the seeds are finely coated. 
5. Once opened use the Pea and Bean Booster within 4 hours. 
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