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The Optigrow® range represents the most 
exciting development for the seed market 
in decades, speeding up germination and 
bringing a host of other benefi ts to the home 
gardener that were previously only available 
to professional growers. The range utilises a 
revolutionary seed priming treatment to bring 
genuine and valuable performance benefi ts 
to 20 of the most popular Mr Fothergill’s 
vegetable seed varieties. The process is so 
different from traditional priming methods we 
prefer to call it ‘vitalisation’.

The non-chemical treatment uses just water 
and air to get the seed biologically ready for 
germination, breaking seed dormancy prior 
to use. At this point the seed is dried back to 
a storable state for packing, leading to faster 
germination and better end results for the 
consumer.

Optigrow® 
seed packet 
and stand.

Optigrow® on trial in the lab.

“The most exciting development
for home gardeners since the 
introduction of F1 hybrids”

Technical advancements with Optigrow 
SEEDS

Through extensive trialling, the Optigrow® process 
has been proven to produce more vigorous seedlings, 
stronger weed competition, more uniform crops 
and better end results, leading to a far greater 
chance of success for the home gardener compared 
with standard seeds. There is also evidence that 
germination becomes possible under a wider range 
of conditions, allowing gardeners to sow in colder, 
warmer and drier conditions than the ideal. 

The waiting period for signs of life between sowing 
and successful germination can be a stressful time for 
over-eager gardeners, and from customer feedback we 
know that some beginners will give up on seed trays 
too soon.
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Mr Fothergill’s has teamed up with 
celebrity gardener David Domoney 
for 2018, to produce The David 
Domoney Get Growing seed range.  
Aimed at newcomers to grow-your-
own, the collection includes 66 of 
the most popular vegetables with 10 
easy to use seed mats and tapes on 
one stand making purchase selection 
simpler. Packet backs offer jargon-free 
instructions and a QR code links to 
further ‘on the spot’ advice from David. 
Packet fronts employ easy reference 
icons, selling the simplicity of the 
products. In store, packets are displayed 
A to Z, including smaller pea and bean 
packets more suited to beginners and 
smaller scale growing.

Get Growing with David Domoney

David said: “I am delighted to be 
working with the team at
Mr Fothergill’s. Growing seeds 
is such great fun, and I want 
my range to encourage many 
more budding gardeners to 

get growing from seed. 
Whether garden experts 
or fi rst-timers connecting 
with a plant, the moment 
seed germinates is a 
special experience that 
everyone should enjoy.”
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May 2017 saw the offi cial launch of our second high 
profi le partnership for 2018. Mr Fothergill’s is proud 
to have been selected to market the only offi cially 
endorsed Royal Horticultural Society seed range.

Our new RHS AGM seed collection has been built on the 
Society’s prestigious Award of Garden Merit. Split into 
vegetable and fl ower offerings, both selections include 
a balance of top performing modern strains and trusted 
favourites. The two stand range can be treated as a stand-
alone retail offering or integrated into a larger display of 
Mr Fothergill’s seeds.

Our joint MD, David Carey, said: “We are 
delighted to be working as the preferred 
seed partner of the RHS. The packaging and 
display that we have developed together will 
really lift this range in-store and will perfectly 
complement our existing offer. We look 
forward to seeing the Mr Fothergill’s RHS 
Award of Garden Merit range enter stores in 
August and we are already working with the 
RHS to develop exciting product concepts 
for future release.”

Industry partnerships

RHS AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT 
SEED RANGE

Gardening puts a smile on many 
people’s faces but growing our new 
fun grass heads couldn’t be more 
smiley. Pure light hearted fun, ideal 
for children our ‘Smiley’ and ‘Cat 

Set’ grass heads are new additions to 
our range. Both versions come in a 
compact shelf ready display with year 
round sales potential.

Growing with a smile
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Welcome additions to our already popular
Munakuppis grass growing kits.
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Seaweed has a long history of being used 
with growing plants. It has been proven 
to stimulate root development and is 
an effective general tonic to improve 
plant health and resilience at all stages 
of growth. Mr Fothergill’s has launched 
Seasol to the UK for 2018.

Seasol is a high quality, highly effective 
liquid seaweed tonic produced from 
Australian seaweed. The processing plant 
used to extract Seasol liquid concentrate 
is the only one of its type in the world. The 
unique manufacturing process maximises 
the extraction of the seaweed’s essential 
compounds.

Seasol Seaweed
Concentrate

Business development 
appointment at
Mr Fothergill’s Seeds

Image above shows the effect of dilute
Seasol on root growth of Marigold cutting
versus water.

The 1litre bottle is available in cases
of 9 or a fl oor standing display of 64.
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Matt Jackson has joined Mr Fothergill’s 
as Business Development Manager. This 
is a new role and Matt will work with the 
key garden centre groups and collaborate 
closely with the fi eld sales teams. He comes 
to Mr Fothergill’s after 12 years in the 
garden centre supply trade and brings great 
experience to the position.

Matt said: “I am delighted to be joining 
Mr Fothergill’s to team up with their 
accomplished sales force. There are exciting 
plans for the future and I hope to contribute 
my part to the full!”

In his personal life, Matt enjoys travelling 
and sport. He has run over 100 road 
races in the past including two trips around 
the London Marathon course. He is now 
concentrating more on road cycling and has 
ambition to complete the severely testing, 
mountainous, Etape du Tour race in France. 
He is also a Manchester United season ticket 
holder but we haven’t held that against him! Matt Jackson

New FD for
Mr Fothergill’s
Phil Hurst has 
joined Mr 
Fothergill’s 
as Finance 
Director. He 
comes to 
us from the 
food group 
Hain Daniels 
where he 
was Financial 
Controller. 
This followed 
spells at 
Molton Brown 
and Activity Superstore.
Phil says he is very much looking forward 
to contributing to future growth plans of the 
company.

In his life beyond spreadsheets and graphs, 
Phil enjoys travelling and has clocked up 
visits to 27 countries. He also runs home 
beer festivals for friends and family and 
admits to being a Spurs supporter.


