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Mr. Fothergill’s
teams up with the RHS 
and it’s AGM winners

Mr Fothergill’s is delighted to announce 
it will be teaming up with the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) for the 2017/18 
season to offer a seed range of flower and 
vegetable varieties which have received the 
Society’s prestigious Award of Garden Merit 
(AGM). As two of the most trusted names 

in gardening join forces, their attractively 
presented packets are sure to generate 
plenty of sales and, in doing so, raise funds 
for the UK’s leading horticultural charity.

The two stand range can be treated as a 
stand-alone range or can be integrated into 
a larger display of Mr Fothergill’s seeds. 

The flower varieties will be selected from 
the RHS’s Perfect for Pollinators list wherever 
possible, while both flower and vegetable 
selections include a balance of excellent 
modern strains and much-loved, trusted 
favourites. The official launch will be from 
May 2017 for August delivery.

 Standard seeds. EU rules and standards.

Performance subject to growing conditions.

Packed in UK

5010931262014

Onion Exhibition

A ’heavyweight’ contender, the attractive golden 

skinned bulbs can grow to prize-winning sizes. With 

a succulent, crisp texture and a sweet mild flavour.

QUALITY GUARANTEE

We are proud of our high quality.

If you are not completely happy with 

the performance of these seeds we will 

replace them. This does not affect your 

statutory rights.

Seedling
 Rich, well 

drained soil

Average 100 seeds

 Allium cepa

Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7QB

www.johnsons-seeds.com

 Packed in

year ending

Sow by

000000

 SOW: Mar-May

HARVEST: Aug-Oct

LARK F1
Sweetcorn

An ‘extra tender’ type, 

with sweet kernels

Mar-May

Aug-Oct

 Standard seeds. EU rules and standards. Performance subject to growing conditions. Packed in UK

5010931262014

Onion Exhibition A ’heavyweight’ contender, the attractive golden 
skinned bulbs can grow to prize-winning sizes. With 
a succulent, crisp texture and a sweet mild flavour.

QUALITY GUARANTEE We are proud of our high quality. If you are not completely happy with the performance of these seeds we will 
replace them. This does not affect your 
statutory rights.
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HELEN CAMPBELL

Cleome

Lightly scented delicate flowers

HALF HARDY ANNUAL

FLOWERS: Jul-Oct

SOW: Feb-Mar

2018
SeasonPre-view



HARDY
ANNUAL

 SEEDLING

Average

20 seeds

5011775261720

Sow by

Mr. Fothergill’s Seeds,
Kentford, Newmarket, 
CB8 7QB, UK

Botanical name  Lathyrus odoratus

For more hints and tips please visit www.mr-fothergills.co.uk

Mr. F’s Tips: Seedlings are best protected against bird 

damage with a few short twigs.  Autumn sowings should 

be overwintered in cool but frost free conditions.

For more hints and tips please visit www.mr-fothergills.co.uk

Mr. F’s Tips: Seedlings are best protected against bird 

damage with a few short twigs.  Autumn sowings should 

be overwintered in cool but frost free conditions.

125009

GUARANTEE:  Should these 
seeds fail we will be happy to 

replace them. This does not 
affect your statutory rights. Performance subject to growing 

conditions. Packed in UK

• A hardy annual,   it can be sown where it is to flower

 •  Incredibly scented, delicately coloured blooms

•        Ideal for garden displays and as a cut flower

Sweet Pea Greenfingers

Greenfingers Charity is a national charity dedicated to creating magical 

gardens for children, and their families who spend time in hospices around the 

UK. The charity is committed to creating specially designed, stimulating garden 

spaces that can bring many benefits to children with life-threatening and

life-limiting conditions. For more information about Greenfingers please visit

www.greenfingerscharity.org.uk or call 01494 674749

Registered charity number 1076640

To Sow & Grow  Sow indoors for surest results, 1.5cm (½”) deep, 5 seeds per 12cm 

(5”) pot of compost. Water well and keep at approx. 15˚C (60˚F) is 

ideal. Seedlings usually appear in 12-21 days. Keep moist. Pinch out 

the growing tip when two pairs of leaves have formed to encourage 

bushy growth. Accustom plants to outside conditions (avoid frosts), 

before planting out 30cm (1’) apart. Support with tall canes or netting.

Or sow outdoors for ease, where they are to flower, 1.5cm (½”) deep 

into finely prepared soil which has already been watered.

Sow 2 seeds together every 30cm (1’).  Remove weaker seedling, 

which can then be transplanted.  Provide plants with support.

 180cm (6’)
 45cm (18”) Well drained soil

Sow indoorsSow outdoorsPlant out
JFMAMJJASOND

Flowers

Sweet Pea

from eachpacket will be 
donated

25p
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A team of seven from Mr Fothergill’s - 
the self-styled Lightening Seeds - will be 
undertaking a 20m/32km walk on Friday 
17 March to help raise funds for the 
Greenfi ngers Garden Re-Leaf Day. Many 
of our retailers also support Greenfi ngers 

(www.greenfi ngerscharity.org.uk), the charity 
dedicated to creating magical gardens for 
children’s hospices.

Mr Fothergill’s team comprises Samantha 
Broadway, David Carey, Ian Cross, Tim 
Jeffries, Richard Keegan, Alison Mulvaney 

Mr Fothergill’s is pleased to be supplying 
the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 
with seeds for its Campaign for Schools 
Gardening. Schools can register with the 
campaign:
(https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/
about-us) and receive a range of free 
gardening equipment and consumables.

The Lightening Seeds

Mr. Fothergill’s boots were made for 
walking - on Garden Re-leaf Day

and Alison Roberts. To donate, please go 
online at https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Mr-Fothergills

Mr Fothergill’s has also pledged 25p to 
Greenfi ngers for every packet of its newly 
launched, exclusive sweet pea Greenfi ngers, 
20 seeds priced at £2.45, the company sells 
through its retailers, and hopes stockists will 
want to make a feature of the variety on 17 
March.

Encouraging youngsters 
to start growing

We are supplying seeds for level four. 
Schools applying for this level will receive a 
box of Mr Fothergill’s seeds containing 47 
varieties of flowers and vegetables selected 
to cover a number of themes. These include 
easy salads, easy vegetables, indoor crops, 
peas and beans, plants for containers and 
flowers for wildlife. 

The RHS Campaign for School Gardening 
inspires and supports schools to provide 
children with gardening opportunities 
to enhance their skills and boost their 
development. The RHS’s previous work with 
schools has shown that the direct benefits 
of gardening for children are wide-ranging, 
including improved physical and mental 
well-being, building life skills such as 
confidence, teamwork and communication, 
teaching about the environment and 
sustainability, plus helping them to engage 
with their surroundings better and to 
develop a sense of responsibility.



For more information visit www.mr-fothergills-trade.co.uk

It’s a testing 
time for seeds
As part of our ongoing commitment to 
quality assurance, we have both our own 
on-site seed testing laboratory and trial 
ground, where the vigour and trueness-to-
type of our varieties are continually assessed 
to ensure we offer our customers only the 
very best seeds.

Expansion is afoot in 2017; we have 
recently taken delivery of two new, state-
of-the-art incubators, and are seeking two 
new members of staff - one to assist in the 
laboratory and one to learn the workings of 
our trial ground. Our team of ‘backroom’ 
boys and girls ensures we can continue to 
offer seeds gardeners can trust.

New salesperson
and territory
changes
Essex-based Louis King has been appointed 
territory manager for Kent and most of London 
by Mr Fothergill’s.

He comes to us from a similar rôle with Unilever. 
Prior to this, Louis lived in Sweden for eight years, 
where he was a semi-professional footballer.

Announcing the appointment, joint-managing 
director David Carey said “This is an additional 
territory manager appointment, bringing us up to 16 
in our field teams. We believe we have the largest 
UK seed-dedicated field-team in the market 
and our team expansion is in keeping with our 
belief in being ‘traditional’ seedsmen, and 
the importance of customer service 
and seed stand management. 
This belief has been reflected in 
several sales successes in recent 
years”.

Louis King is being introduced to 
our Kent and London stockists. In his 
leisure time he continues his keen 
interest in football and gym work.

The appointment of Louis has 
increased the number of 
sale staff that we now have 
looking after our customers. 
The map gives a rough guide to 
what part of the UK everyone covers.
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Supporting relief work in Chernobyl

Despite having been a professional grower 
for more than 50 years, Mr Fothergill’s 
trials manager Brian Talman still enjoys a 
horticultural challenge. During those years 
he has learned the value of patience, and 
nowhere more so than with his experience 
of Strelitzia reginae, also known as bird of 
paradise. 

Brian sowed the seed of the fl amboyant 
South African native back in 2008, and 
waited for it to germinate in his greenhouse; 
the process took two years, but fi nally green 
shoots emerged. He has been nurturing the 
plants ever since, and in December 2016 he 
was rewarded when the fi rst fl ower appeared 
on a 2m tall plant - six years after it fi rst 
emerged.
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Patience is a virtue
- rewarded by Paradise!

We have once again donated vegetable seeds to the 
Chernobyl Children’s Appeal, set up by Peterborough 
couple John and Rosie Sandall to support families of 

victims of the world’s worst 
nuclear power accident, which 
happened in the former USSR 
in April 1986.

The Sandalls have visited 
Chernobyl in Ukraine 
twice yearly for the last two 
decades, taking with them 
much-needed supplies 
and funds raised solely by 
themselves; in that time they 
have also helped to fund a 
sanatorium. Mr Fothergill’s 
has been giving vegetable 
seeds to the cause for 
several years, with tomatoes, 
squashes and cucumbers 
being particularly popular with 
the families who grow them.

“We are delighted to play a 
part in the great work Rosie 
and John continue to do for 
the people of Chernobyl, who 
are still in need 30 years after 
the dreadful incident”, said 
David Carey.

 Pictured: Carol Parsons laboratory 
supervisor and Mr Fothergill’s trials 
manager Brian Talman

“It has been growing in general 
purpose compost all that time”, 
explains Brian, “and it even managed 
to survive being frosted once, despite 
its tenderness. It’s great to see it 
fl owering after all that time!”

Strelitzia reginae is available in the 
Johnsons World Botanics range.

Strelitzia reginae


