
We were delighted to support the
Grow Your Own Profi ts Roadshow
on its nationwide tour. 

The series of workshops helped retailers and 
their staff increase sales from both new and 
existing customers, providing information, 
ideas and tools to help achieve this in 
a targeted, cohesive way. It was a great 
way to learn how to improve marketing, 
communications, staff knowledge and selling 
skills, and invaluable for owners, managers, 
supervisors, planteria and information desk 
staff, plus personnel involved in marketing.

Roadshow topics included how to boost 
plant and other product sales, overcoming 
potential barriers, targeting new customers, 
advising on attracting birds and other 
wildlife, promoting environmentally 
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Tim Is Our 
Man At 
Fleuroselect
Mr Fothergill’s 
commercial 
director 
Tim Jeffries 
has been 
appointed to 
the Fleuroselect 
Home Gardening committee, 
replacing our Tracy Collacott, who retired 
earlier in the year. Tim is the sole UK seed 
company representative on the committee. 

The Fleuroselect Home Garden 
Committee seeks to make the 
organisation’s activities more relevant to 
packet seed companies and the consumer. 
When he is not coaching or playing Rugby 
Union, Tim spends considerable time on 
his vegetable plot, where he also grows 
many fl owers for cutting.

Home Gardening committee, 

important activities and products, and 
discovering promotional opportunities for 
any centre regardless of budget.

The Grow Your Own Roadshow was in 
Cambridge on 23 February, Birmingham 

on 25 February, 
Chester on 29 
February and 
Perth on 2 March. 
The course tutor 
was Liz Hutson, 
who has a wealth 
of experience in 
our trade, and 
is respected for 
her innovative, 
practical and lively 
approach.

Desperate to Grow!
These sweet pea 
seeds were out of date 
and had damaged 
packaging so were 
thrown to the skip. 
Rain later and hey 
presto they proved 
their worth!

Liz Hutson
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Welcome 
Back, Alison!
We welcome 
Alison 
Mulvaney as 
our technical 
manager. 
Her move 
from Bayer 
Garden, 
where she 
has been 
consumer 
brand 
manager, 
marks a 
return to Mr 
Fothergill’s 
for Alison, 
who worked in our marketing department 
several years ago.

Prior to that, she spent 20 years in the 
seed trade as product manager and seeds 
manager; she was also a member of the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s Sweet Pea 
Trial Committee. Alison brings a wealth of 
experience of the horticultural trade and the 
seed world in particular, and we know she 
will be a great asset to our technical and 
marketing areas. 

What A Great Honour!
Mr Fothergill’s relationship with the Royal Hospital Chelsea has resulted in our being 
appointed its fi rst Corporate Patron in recognition of our fundraising activity for the 
London home for military veterans. Since 2014 Mr Fothergill’s has donated 25p for 
every packet of seed we sell of poppy Victoria Cross. To date the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea has received more than £39,000 from the promotion. 

We are thrilled and honoured to be its fi rst corporate patron. What began as a marketing 
initiative to mark the anniversary of the beginning of World War One has grown into 
what we hope and believe will be a long-term relationship. Our staff and the UK’s 
gardeners are committed to raise money, and it is heartening that our retail stockists have 
been unstinting in their support of the cause. Thank you all so much for your backing.

Mr Fothergill’s Marks Peter’s 80th
We love a surprise, especially when it’s 
a pleasant and thoroughly deserved 
one. And that is how we marked Peter 
Seabrook’s 80th birthday in early 
November 2015 – with the gift of a 
painting of Verbena Seabrook’s Lavender 
by distinguished botanical artist Isobel 
Bartholomew.

The presentation was made to Peter, who 
has worked in horticulture for more than 
60 years, by our joint-managing directors 
David Carey and John Fothergill at a 
celebration lunch. “We wanted to mark 
Peter’s outstanding contribution to 
the world of gardening in a unique 
way, and felt a painting of the fl ower 
he discovered and developed was 
appropriate”, remarked John. “His 
enthusiasm, and in particular his 
commitment to encourage youngsters 
to grow plants is remarkable”

Peter commented: “I had never 
thought of commissioning a botanical 
drawing for my Verbena and the 
framed painting was an unexpected 
and most welcome gift. I could not be 
more pleased with both the thought 
and action by Mr Fothergill’s staff”.

 Dave Carey, Joint MD of Mr Fothergill’s and Tim Jeffries
receive the Corporate Patron Certifi cate
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It’s The Year Of The 
Cosmos – And Tomato

FASCINATING FACTS
The name ‘tomato’ is said to come from the Aztec word ‘xitomati’, which means 
‘plump thing with a navel’

The fl ower cosmos takes its name from the Greek kosmos, which translates as 
‘ornament’. It is also sometimes called cosmea.

For centuries tomatoes were widely believed to be poisonous – a belief which 
persisted in North America until the 1820s.

The genus Cosmos comprises more than 25 species of annuals and perennials; 
they are from tropical and warm America, but especially Mexico.

Today China is the world’s largest producer of tomatoes, followed by the USA, 
Turkey, India and Egypt. Commercial production did not begin until the 19th 
century.

The varietal name of our brand new Cosmos Xanthos is easily explained – Xanthos 
means ‘yellow’ in Greek.

Ever wondered what the difference is between knowledge and wisdom? Easy! 
Knowledge is knowing the tomato is a fruit, wisdom is not adding it to a fruit salad!

Writing in the Encyclopaedia of Annual and Biennial Plants published in 1957, 
Charles Booth wrote “Cosmos bipinnatus requires a hot season to produce fl owers 
of good quality and is, in addition, quite expensive to grow; its value as a market 
plant is somewhat uncertain”.

...But why?
The simple and honest answer is to 
put money in your tills! Mr Fothergill’s 
is hoping to increase retail sales of 
tomato and cosmos seeds in 2016 by 
launching a bespoke hotspot stand 
featuring many varieties of the two in 
response to an initiative led by the home 
gardening division of Fleuroselect. The 
organisation trials and assesses new 
fl ower varieties from around the world to 
determine their suitability for European 
conditions.  

Mr Fothergill’s Tim Jeffries is the sole 
UK seed company representative on 
the Fleuroselect Home Gardening 
committee. “Tomatoes are already 
hugely popular with our customers, 
while there has been a large amount 
of great new breeding work on 
cosmos in recent years”, says Tim. 
“We hope that by focusing on both 
we can give our stockists additional 
sales during 2016”.

The stand features 16 varieties of 
tomatoes and 15 varieties of cosmos, 
including several new additions to the Mr 
Fothergill’s range; these include tomatoes 
Suncherry Smile F1, a sister variety of the 
renowned Sungold, Red Bodyguard F1, 
Bountiful F1, plus cosmos Hummingbird 
Pink, the unique yellow-fl owered Xanthos 
and the huge-fl owered Tetra Versailles 
Dark Rose and Flush

Cosmos Tetra Versailles Dark Rose
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of herbs from Johnsons 
to the assembled garden 
journalists!

The garden at Chelsea 
is based on extensive 
conversations with doctors 
and care professionals 
about ways of improving 
health within the context of 
gardens and plants. Jekka 
has designed a soothing 
garden, with ‘Wellness’ 
at its heart, to highlight 
the vital relationship 
between medicine and 
nature. Grown at Jekka’s 
Herb Farm, the garden 
will feature research-
based plants known to be 
benefi cial to the health and 
well-being of society.

Jekka McVicar’s 
garden promises 

to be one of the stars of the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show this year and 
we think it might help drive even 
more sales for the Johnsons Jekka’s 
Herb range!

GROWING BRANDS 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS
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Seeds for The Princess Royal
When HRH Princess Anne, The Princess 
Royal, visited Capel Manor College in 
Enfi eld back in November to rename its 
School of Animal Management and Saddlery 
The Princess Royal College of Animal 
Management and Saddlery, London, John 
Fothergill was on hand to present her with 
a range of our seeds, as we have two show 
gardens at the site. 

Among the seed selection was tomato 
Red Bodyguard, named after a book 
written about the benefi cial properties of 
the tomato, and named, registered and 
launched exclusively for the 2016 season by 
Mr Fothergill’s. John presented the Princess 
with a copy of “The Red Bodyguard: The 
Amazing Health-promoting Properties of 
the Tomato” by Ron Levin. Exclusively from 
Mr Fothergill’s Tomato Red Bodyguard is 
an indeterminate, early cropping, high 
yielding strain with some resistance to late 
blight, which produces medium-sized, juicy, 
delicious and aromatic fruits.

FOR INDOOR SOWING

When February to March

Where In trays of seed compost

How Sow thinly, cover with 0.5cm 

(quarter inch) of compost. Firm gently 

and keep moist. Cover tray with glass, 

polythene or propagator lid. Keep at 

approx. 15-20°C (60-68°F)

Care Remove cover when seedlings 

appear. When large enough transplant 

5cm (2in) apart in trays. Transplant 

30cm (12in) apart in flowering position 

from March. Keep moist and weed free

Harvest June to September, the same 

year

Average 150 seeds

Clusters of small pale mulberry flowers in summer. 

 Attractive oval mulberry tinted leaves which are

 aniseed scented. Essential in Thai cooking.
FOR OUTDOOR SOWING

When February to March

Where In trays of seed compost

How Sow thinly, cover with 0.5cm 

(quarter inch) of compost. Firm gently 

and keep moist. Cover tray with glass, 

polythene or propagator lid. Keep at 

approx. 15-20°C (60-68°F)

Care Remove cover when seedlings 

appear. When large enough transplant 

5cm (2in) apart in trays. Transplant 

30cm (12in) apart in flowering position 

from March. Keep moist and weed free

Harvest June to September, the same 

year

 QUALITY GUARANTEE We are proud of our high 

quality. If you are not completely happy with the 

performance of these seeds we will replace them.

This does not affect your statutory rights.

 Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7QB

www.johnsons-seeds.com5010931216598

Jekka McVicar - A living encyclopedia of herbs

Jekka is an expert, author and broadcaster 

on the cultivation and use of herbs.

 Jekka’s Herbetum, was created in

the grounds of Jekka’s Herb Farm 

in 2013, displaying the largest 

collection of culinary herbs in the UK. 

www.jekkasherbfarm.com

Caraway
OCIMUM BASILICUM ‘HORAPHA NANUM’

 Standard seeds.

EU rules and standards.

Performance subject to 

growing conditions.

Packed in UK  Packed in

year ending

Sow by

Delicious in bread and biscuitsCaraway
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Jekka McVicar revealed the design of her 
2016 RHS Chelsea Show Garden – A 
Modern Apothecary – on the Johnsons stand 
at the Garden Press Event in February. She 
also recommended the new Jekka range 

Jekka’s Chelsea
Flower Show Garden


